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ON OUR 


ARTICLES of RELIGION, 


SIN CERE Concern. for Religion is not - the Cha- 
A racter of the preſent. Age. The intended Appli- 
cation to Parliament for a Redreſs of religious 
| Grievances may be thought therefore not advantageouſly 
timed. But there is little Reaſon to hope the Times will 
mend in that Reſpect, if we continue ſilent, The preſent 
Application will at leaſt have the Merit of bringing an 
important Queſtion back to the Notice and Converſation, 
of the Public. The Grievance we complain of, is not a 
Veſtment or a trifling Ceremony of the Church. It is a 
Subject more worthy of a wiſe Man's Attention; it affects 
the Welfare of Society, as well as the Honour of Chriſtianity; 
its Conſequences therefore concern us all; and no Diſpute 
can ariſe among Men, in the Diſcuſſion of which Candour 
and Gravity are more indiſpenſable. 


In 


a) 


— — 


n Matters * ng to Hr not 7 2 Goſpel is — 
with the utmoſt Clearneſs and Simplicity; and no fincere - 


Inquirer of common Underſtanding can miſtake” the eſſential 


Truths and Duties of our Religion. If Matters of leſs 


Moment be more doubtfully expreſſed, Difterence of Opinion 


is unavoidable. But Chriſtians have long layed too great a 


| Streſs on theſe diſputable Doctrines; which inſtead of being 
made Articles of Faith, and Teſts of Orthodoxy, ſhould 
rather be conſidered as Trials of our Chriſtian Temper, 
and Occaſions to exerciſe mutual Charity and F orbearance. 
It is uſually confeſſed, by Proteſtants at leaſt, that Salvation 
is attainable in all the various Sets of Chriſtianity. The 


fierce Conteſts then which have divided the Chriſtian Church 
for many Ages are altogether unjuſtifiable ; and till we have 
learnt to bear uneſſential Errors without a Breach of Charity 
or Communion, the Goſpel can never have its full Influence 


on the Minds of Men. 


Our firſt Reformers were a venerable ſet of Men; and 
conſidering the great Diſadvantages they laboured under, we 
find their religious Syſtem as free from Errors as we could 
reaſonably expect. Learning was but lately revived, and 


ſtill more lately applied to clear the Difficulties of the Bible. 


Something muſt be allowed to the Prejudices of their Edu- 


cation 


cation, and more perhaps to their Accommodation to the 
Prejudices of the Age they lived in. Let theſe favourable 
Conceſſions be made in the fulleſt Extent ; but let not a 

ſuperſtitious Reverence for their Characters ſuppreſs: the 
cleareſt Dictates of our on Conſcience, | The Compilers 
of our Articles, not content to eſtabliſh the fundamental 
Truths of the Goſpel, require our Aſſent to a Syſtem of 
dark and diſputable Metaphyſics ; in which, among many 
obſcure Propoſitions more likely to raiſe Doubts than to 
ſatisfy them, there are ſome Doctrines ſo hardly reconcileable 
to Scripture or Reaſon, that no candid Churchman at this time 
will undertake their Defence. Who can doubt but Religion is 
better underſtood now, than it was two hundred Years ago? 


But to what Purpoſe have we ſtudied the immortal Writings 


of Locke and Clarke, if we be till unwilling to remove. 
the ſcholaſtic Rubbiſh of the ſixteenth Century? What 


other Conſequence can we expect from ſuch Timidity or 


Diſingenuity, hut to prolong the Reign of Superſtition over 
weak Minds, while Men of more Intelligence proceed from 


ſuſpecting their Teachers TOI to e Gn Tenn of ; 


the Goſpel itſelf ? 0 


The n of our religious Eſtabliſhment, prudently 


| declining the Plea of its exact Conformity with Scripture,” 


ſeem willing to reſt their Cauſe on its Utility to the State. 
But religious Truth ought. not to be controuled by partial 

political Conſiderations. To Men of truly Chriſtian Sin- 
| cetity this Defence miſt appear little different from a direct 


Surrender of the Point diſputed. - We are _— however 
to meet our 258 . on their own Ground. . A 


1. Religion is alefl to the State is al to the 


Sincerity with which it is received. But Infidelity and Hy- f 


pocriſy are always in ſome Degree the Concomitants of 


Superſtition, The Follies with which the Ignorant are 


pleaſed, diſguſt Men of Senſe and Education ; who either 


openly reject the popular Religion, or comply with it inſin- 
cerely. In Popiſh Countries the eſtabliſhed Abſurdities are ſo 
| groſs and ſhocking, that the upper Ranks of Men, judging 5 


hardly of the Goſpel from this deformed Repreſentation of 


it, are equally irreligious and profligate. In France, and 


ſtill more in Italy, the Centre of Superſtition, this Effect 


is viſible. But we need not travel ſo far, for a Confirmation 


of this Remark. Is not ſomething of the ſame unhappy 
Nature obſervable at home? Not in an equal Degree, it 


| thall be _ acknowledged. But that Religion 1s loſing 
its 


. 


67 1 


its bald ure e Milnds-66; Meu is tod evident to be 
denied. For though we have renounced the Superſtition 


of Rome, in the moſt palpable Inſtances ; yet ſtill our 
Church is far from being unerceptionable. Our Mode of 


Faith and Worſhip bas long been the Subject of Com- 
plaint with the moſt candid Perſons of our Communion. 
Retaining a Set of Articles, which the greateſt Part of 
our Clergy are known tb diſapprove, gives our Eſtabliſhment 
the Air and Appearance of a mere political Engine. This 


is the conſtant Objection of Unbelievers; and when theſe 


Suſpicions prevail, even that ſecondary End of Religion 
cannot be attained. It becomes therefore every Day more 


neceſſary for the Welfare of the State, as well as the Intereſt 


of Religion, to review our national Confeſſion of Faith, and 


to reduce it to the plain and uncontrovertible Doctrines of 
genie Chriſtianity, | | 


2. Religion is more politically uſeful, as it is more exempt” 
from Diviſions, To prevent the evil Conſequences of Diſ- 
ſentions, and to fecure the Peace of the Church, Politicians 
have uſually employed Force, or Intereſt. Force, attacking 
the Fears of Mankind, is the more effectual Method of 
Reſtraint, but it is evidently unjuſt. Intereſt works on our 


Hopes in a more filent inoffenſive way, but with leſs Vigour 


* 
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or Succeſs. If the Right of private Judgment continues un- 
diſturbed, no Art, no Influence can bring our Opinions to 
an exact Uniformity. But Peace and outward Union, the 
4 great Objects of political Care, are not unattainable. There 
is ſtill another Reſource untried, as effectual as Compulſion, 
and more unexceptionable than Intereſt. Force is diſclaimed 
diſclaim Intereſt too. Inſtead of attempting by the Weight of 
an Eſtabliſhment to prevent the Riſe of Controverſies, 
endeavour to abate their Rancour; aboliſh little narrow 
Diſtinctions, throw the Gates of the Church open, and 
teach contending Sects candidly to unite in the ſame external 
Bond of Communion? From the Experience of two Cen- 
turies we learn how dangerous it is to define. The 
ſubtle Diſcuſſions of artificial Theology have only multiplied 
Diſputes; and if not removed from our national Creed, can 
ſerve no better End than to make thoſe Diſputes perpetual. 
Has not the Rigour of our Eſtabliſhment excluded Multitudes 
of pious and learned Chriſtians; and yet, notwithſtanding the 
curious Definitions of our Articles, is there not as great 


and notorious a Diverſity of religious Sentiments within the 
Church, as the moſt generous Latitude could poſſibly pro- 
duce? The Bitterneſs of religious Debates is proverbially 
known; and the promiſcuous Subſcription of Men of con- 
trary Sentiments is a Fact which, as it proves the utter 

| Inexpedience 


1 9 1 
Inexpedience of the Articles, furniſhes: angry, Diſpatants 


likewiſe with. an everlaſting Fund of Reproach. But if la- 
tereſt ware detached from; this or that Train of veligiaus 
Opinion, we ſhoald ſoon ſee Divines ſupport their Niſputes 
with the Temper and Moderation of Philoſophers. The 
Calviniſt and Arminian, the Arian and Athanaſian would 
gradually forget their antient Animoſities; and the unhappy 
Diſtinctions of our religious Parties would be finally melted 
down i in the general Denomination of Chritians. 
3. Religion is more beneficial to Society, as it is more ration- 
ally underſtood. But ſurely, equal Impartiality to all the v vari- 
ous Interpretations of Scripture, mult be favourable to the 
Diſcovery of Truth. Men are always more apt to defend, 
than to examine eſtabliſhed Poſitions ; and many groſs 1 Errors 
and ſuperſtitious Practices have maintained their Ground in 
an old Creed or Liturgy, which, but for their ſupport, muſt 
ſoon have diſappeared. The Chriſtian Religion indeed is an 
Inſtitution ſo friendly in its Deſign, and confirmed by ſuch in- 
vincible Proofs, that far from being improper Partiality, it 
vas the moſt judicious act of Charity to Mankind to provide 
for the Support of its Teachers. But though every ſerious Per- 
ſon muſt heartily approve the general Eſtabliſhment of Chriſti- 
anity z equal Reaſon doth not appear, for eſtabliſting thoſe diſ- 
puted Tenets with which our Articles abound. Revelation 
3. "© would 
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would be extremely diſcredited, by afſerting, chat ! in Things 
neceſſary to Salvation, it leaves Mankind ſtill in doubt, what | 


is the Will of God. Con 


at Chriſtians muſt allow, that 


in all the ſubſeantial Parts 'of Religion, the Goſpel 1 e x 


and clear, A general Acknowlegement of the Truth of Serip- 
ture then, is a ſufficient Security given by the Teacher to the 
State, that whatever is indiſpenſably neceſſary, either in Faith 
or Practice, will be ſincerely taught. But there is neither 


the ſame Weight, nor the ſame Evidence in thoſe conteſted 


Doctrines. No Man, to whom the Goſpel i is fairly propoſed, 
can ſafely reject it. But ĩt contains many obſcure Paſſages, 


about the meaning of which our Opinions may innocently 
vary. In certain abſtruſe Points, the Interpretations of Armi- | 


nius or Calvin, may be erroneous; but if we admit that Jeſus 
was the Meſſiah, we hold the Sum and Subſtance of the Faith, 
and thoſe erroneous Notions cannot affect our Salvation. In 


that ſingle Propoſition the Eſſentials of our holy Religion are 


virtually involved. The Belief of a God and a future State; the 


Neceflity of Repen tance and Reformation of Life, are all ſo 


evidently connected. with it, that notwithſtanding the infinite 


"Diſputes among Chriſtians, thoſe Doctrines have been invaria - 
bly received in every Age of the Church. And whatever Errors 

we may fall into, through Ignorance, Negligence or Prejudice, 
our ſincere Belief, with a ſuitable Practice, i in thoſe fundamen tal 


Articles of 6 will be accepted by God. In Matters of 
doubtful 


N N i 
doubtful Interpretation therefore, what the Diſei ple may ſafely 
believe, .the Teacher may ſafely be permitted to teach. But in 
theſe diſputable Caſes, Decifion is not only unneceſfary. it is 


prejudicial to Truth. It tends to increaſe Bigotry and in com- 
mon Eſteem to raiſe Things indifferent to equal Rank with the 


moſt important Duties. It checks free Examination; it 
nouriſhes implicit Credulity ; and by oppofing Intereſt to 
Conſcience, and the Authority of the Church to the Love of 
Truth, it conſecrates and perpetuates eſtabliſhed Abſurdity. 


And even ſhould we admit, that nothing is ever received or 


ſupported by any Chriſtian Society, but what appears to it 
ſtrictly conſonant to Scripture, yet as Error i is manifold, and 
Truth ſingle and uniform, it is poſſible every Sect of Chriſti- 


ans, in ſome Points, may be miſtaken ; but it is evident not more 
than one can be right in all. The Influence of y ſte natical 


Eſtabliſhments therefore operates moſt extenſively in Favour of 
the Continuation of Error. e / TED Bat 


Theſe. Arguments for a Repeal of; our - Articles appear c con- 
clufive. Timorous People however may plead the Danger of 


Innovation. To them we anſwer with all Sincerity, that we 


reſpe& the Perſons and Office of our Biſhops ; and we reyere | 


the eſtabliſhed Church. Our Endeavours to clear it from every 


Objection are ſurely not inconſiſtent with theſe Declarations, | 


If the TS. and the Articles -ſometimes ſpeak the ſame 
metaphyncal 


Y 


—— — — 
e 


— — — — 5 Ws hs 
— — — B r= — — — 


nes pd7 pes, the A450 7 ofifudiog 4 
Articles willbea correſpondent Change i in the Liturgy. But we | 
ttuſt theſe Alterations may'be made Mithout giving juſt Offence, 

The ill Effect produced by ſome indefenſible Paſſages in both 


was not unobſerved i in Tillotſon 's Time. From the- Concur- 


Tence of various Caufes, it ns been more ſeverely feltin bars; 
and they who have the Credit of our "Church, or the Honour 


{/ 


of Chriſtianity at Heart, have Re fon” te en the * 9 


that wiſe and generous Archbiſhop. 3 16 0 8 93 81 
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-Whan, the Friends of F reedom i in the lat Age preſſea for” a 


e of Diffenters; the Danger: of being. overrun. with 
religious Factions ſeemed almoſt an inſuperable Bar. Hap- 


pily the Objection was.overruled ; and the Conſequence has 


fully fatisfied the Nation; that in that Caſe Juſtice and Policy 


* 


free our Church from! Human Impoſitions, and to compleat 
the unfiniſhed Work of Reformation, ſhould meet with the 
3 it merits; the Sinterity of our Clergy would be vin- 
dicated, religious Animoſities would be calmed, and rational 
Religion would be gradually and continually advanced. At 


laſt, Experience would convince thoſe, Who cannot be con- 
vinced by Argument, that Truth and General REN 1. 
deed inſeparable. — DRY: 0059 TER 


were coincident. If the Attempt Which is now making, to | 
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